Prayer -

A Reader With Exercises

by Johw Edmistorv

Definition of Prayer: Prayeris God's verbal channel of communication between believers
(in Jesus Christ) and Himself - through which His heavenly glory, will , blessings, power and
provision are being brought into active reality on earth. Christian prayer is “to the Father,
in Jesus name, in the power of the Holy Spirit.”






Prayer and Intercession Quotes

Some people pray just to pray and some people pray to know God.
Andrew Murray

| have been driven many times to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that | had absolutely no other
place to go.
Abraham Lincoln

Always respond to every impulse to pray. The impulse to pray may come when you are reading or when you
are battling with a text. | would make an absolute law of this — always obey such an impulse.
Martyn Lloyd-Jones

Pray often, for prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a scourge for Satan
John Bunyan

Of all the duties enjoined by Christianity none is more essential and yet more neglected than prayer.
Frangois Fénelon

We must alter our lives in order to alter our hearts, for it is impossible to live one way and pray another.
William Law

Is the Son of God praying in me, or am | dictating to Him?....Prayer is not simply getting things from God, that is
a most initial form of prayer; prayer is getting into perfect communion with God. If the Son of God is formed in
us by regeneration, He will press forward in front of our common sense and change our attitude to the things
about which we pray.

Oswald Chambers

Those who know God the best are the richest and most powerful in prayer. Little acquaintance with God, and
strangeness and coldness to Him, make prayer a rare and feeble thing.
E. M. Bounds

How often have we prayed something like, "O Lord, be with cousin Billy now in a special way"? Have we
stopped to consider what it is we're requesting? Imagine that you are a parent who is preparing to leave your
children with a babysitter. Would you dream of saying, "O Betsy, | ask you now that you would be with my
children in a special way?" No way. You would say, "Betsy, the kids need to be in bed by 9 pm. They can have
one snack before their baths, and please make sure they finish their homework. You can reach us at this
number if there's any problem. Any questions before we go?" We are very specific with our requests and
instructions for our babysitters. We want them to know specifics. It should be no different with prayer.

David Jeremiah

There is a general kind of praying which fails for lack of precision. It is as if a regiment of soldiers should all fire
off their guns anywhere. Possibly somebody would be killed, but the majority of the enemy would be missed.
Charles Haddon Spurgeon

When a Christian shuns fellowship with other Christians, the devil smiles. When he stops studying the Bible, the
devil laughs. When he stops praying, the devil shouts for joy.
Corrie Ten Boom

When | pray, coincidences happen, and when | don't pray, they don't.
William Temple

Faith in a prayer-hearing God will make a prayer-loving Christian.
Andrew Murray
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Do you know what prayer is? It is not begging God for this and that. The first thing we have to do is to get you
beggars to quit begging until a little faith moves in your souls.
John G. Lake

Those who do not believe do not pray. This is a good functional definition of faith. Faith prays, unbelief does
not.
John A. Hardon

Pray, and let God worry.
Martin Luther

Do not pray for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers, pray for
powers equal to your task.
Phillips Brooks

This is our Lord's will... that our prayer and our trust be, alike, large.
Julian of Norwich

If you can't pray a door open, don't pry it open.
Lyell Rader

God's answers are wiser than our prayers.
Unknown

There are more tears shed over answered prayers than over unanswered prayers.
Teresa of Avila

God does not delay to hear our prayers because He has no mind to give; but that, by enlarging our desires, He
may give us the more largely.
Anselm of Canterbury

We waste most of our time trying to get God to do something He has already done—or praying for God to do
something He told us to do.
Jacquelyn K. Heasley

We lean to our own understanding, or we bank on service and do away with prayer, and consequently by
succeeding in the external we fail in the eternal, because in the eternal we succeed only by prevailing prayer.
Oswald Chambers

The Church is looking for better methods; God is looking for better men. The Holy Ghost does not flow through
methods, but through men. He does not come on machinery, but on men. He does not anoint plans, but men...
Men of prayer."

E. M. Bounds

Prayer in its highest form is agonizing soul sweat.
Leonard Ravenhill

Let the fires go out in the boiler room of the church and the place will still look smart and clean, but it will be
cold. The Prayer Room is the boiler room for its spiritual life.
Leonard Ravenhill

How different the world would look, how different the state of our nation would be, if there were more
sanctified priestly souls! These are souls who have the power to bless, for they intercede with sanctified hearts.
They never begin their daily time of intercessory prayer without having first brought to the cross all that is
unholy in their lives, so that their old self can be crucified there with Jesus, the sacrificial Lamb.

Basilea Schlink



The Church has not yet touched the fringe of the possibilities of intercessory prayer. Her largest victories will be
witnessed when individual Christians everywhere come to recognize their priesthood unto God and day by day
give themselves unto prayer.

John R. Mott

| must secure more time for private devotions. | have been living far too public for me. The shortening of
devotions starves the soul, it grows lean and faint. | have been keeping too late hours.
William Wilberforce

Why is it so important that you are with God and God alone on the mountain top? It's important because it's
the place in which you can listen to the voice of the One who calls you the beloved. To pray is to listen to the
One who calls you "my beloved daughter," "my beloved son," "my beloved child." To pray is to let that voice
speak to the center of your being, to your guts, and let that voice resound in your whole being.

Henri Nouwen

So when we sing, 'Draw me nearer, nearer, blessed Lord,' we are not thinking of the nearness of place, but of
the nearness of relationship. It is for increasing degrees of awareness that we pray, for a more perfect
consciousness of the divine Presence. We need never shout across the spaces to an absent God. He is nearer
than our own soul, closer than our most secret thoughts.

A.W. Tozer

The lover of silence draws close to God. He talks to Him in secret and God enlightens him.
John Climacus

Tell God all that is in your heart, as one unloads one's heart, its pleasures and its pains, to a dear friend. Tell
God your troubles, that God may comfort you; tell God your joys, that God may sober them; tell God your
longings, that God may purify them; tell God your dislikes, that God may help you conquer them; talk to God of
your temptations, that God may shield you from them: show God the wounds of your heart, that God may heal
them. If you thus pour out all your weaknesses, needs, troubles, there will be no lack of what to say. Talk out of
the abundance of the heart, without consideration say just what you think. Blessed are they who attain to such
familiar, unreserved intercourse with God.

Francois Fenelon

Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments, despise our persons; but they are
helpless against our prayers.
J. Sidlow Baxter

Notice, we never pray for folks we gossip about, and we never gossip about the folk for whom we pray! For
prayer is a great deterrent.
Leonard Ravenhill

God never gives us discernment in order that we may criticize, but that we may intercede.
Oswald Chambers

There is nothing that makes us love a man so much as praying for him.
William Law

Rich is the person who has a praying friend.
Janice Hughes

A servant of the Lord stands bodily before men, but mentally he is knocking at the gates of heaven with prayer.
John Climacus

It is necessary to rouse the heart to pray, otherwise it will become quite dry. The attributes of prayer must be:
love of God, sincerity, and simplicity.
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John of Kronstadt

Whether we think of or speak to God; whether we act or suffer for him; all is prayer when we have no other
object than his love, and the desire of pleasing him.
John Wesley

Accustom yourself gradually to carry Prayer into all your daily occupation speak, act, work in peace, as if you
were in prayer, as indeed you ought to be.
Francgois Fénelon

The true spirit of prayer is no other than God's own Spirit dwelling in the hearts of the saints. And as this spirit
comes from God, so doth it naturally tend to God in holy breathings and pantings. It naturally leads to God, to
converse with him by prayer.

Jonathan Edwards

God does not stand afar off as | struggle to speak. He cares enough to listen with more than casual attention.
He translates my scrubby words and hears what is truly inside. He hears my sighs and uncertain gropings as fine
prose.

Timothy Jones

Prayer is not a discourse. It is a form of life, the life with God. That is why it is not confined to the moment of
verbal statement.
Jacques Ellul

In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without a heart.
John Bunyan

When a man has found the Lord, he no longer has to use words when he is praying, for the Spirit Himself will
intercede for him with groans that cannot be uttered.
John Climacus

Prayer is not so much an act as it is an attitude—an attitude of dependency, dependency upon God.
Arthur W. Pink

There is not in the world a kind of life more sweet and delightful than that of a continual conversation with
God.
Brother Lawrence

Prayer does not fit us for the greater work, prayer is the greater work.
Oswald Chambers

"It is wonderful what God can do with a broken heart, if He gets all the pieces."
Samuel Chadwick

"It is a solemn thing to find oneself drawn out in prayer which knows no relief till the soul it is burdened with is
born. It is no less solemn afterwards, until Christ is formed in them."
Amy Carmichael

"The evangelization of the world in this generation depends first of all upon a revival of prayer. Deeper than
the need for men; deeper, far, than the need for money; aye, deep down at the bottom of our

spiritless life is the need for the forgotten secret of prevailing, world-wide prayer."

Robert E. Speer



"A generation which wishes for a religion without tears must find it difficult to adjust its beliefs to the teaching
of the New Testament and of the facts of life..."
W. R. Ing

"Wherever the Church is aroused and the world's wickedness arrested, somebody has been praying."
A. T. Pierson

"How terrible is the cost of robbing God of time for prayer. When we rob God of time for quiet, we are robbing
Him of ourselves. It is only in the quiet that we can really know Him and know ourselves, and be sure that we
give ourselves back to Him. Oh, for God's sake, do not risk keeping the windows of Heaven closed by

robbing God of time."

Gordon M. Guinness

"The missionary church is a praying church. The history of missions is a history of prayer. Everything vital to the
success of the world's evangelization hinges on prayer. Are thousands of missionaries and tens of thousands of
native workers needed? ‘Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He send forth laborers into His
harvest.

John R. Mott

"Why does the Church stay indoors? They have a theology that has dwindled into a philosophy, in which there
is no thrill of faith, no terror of doom and no concern for souls. Unbelief has put out the fires of passion, and
worldliness garlands the altar of sacrifice with the tawdry glitter of unreality. The Holy Ghost cannot conquer
the world with unbelief, nor can He save the world with a worldly Church. He calls for a crusade, a campaign,
and an adventure of saving passion. For this enterprise He wants a separated, sanctified and sacrificial people."
Samuel Chadwick

"We give ourselves to prayer. We preach a Gospel that saves to the uttermost, and witness to its power. We do
not argue about worldliness; we witness. We do not discuss philosophy; we preach the Gospel. We do not
speculate about the destiny of sinners; we pluck them as brands from the burning. We ask no man's patronage.
We beg no man's money. We fear no man's frown...Let no man join us who is afraid, and we want none but
those who are saved, sanctified and aflame with the fire of the Holy Ghost."

Samuel Chadwick

"The Church gives more time, thought, and money to recreation
and sport than to prayer."
Samuel Chadwick



The Amazing Gospel Of The Available God

Jesus came preaching “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand” by this He simply meant “God is
available, he is at hand, just near you, you can reach out and touch Him.” Why was this a revolutionary
message and why did the religious leaders feel that it was going to put them out of a job so that they even
plotted to kill Him?

The Problem Of The Pyramid

In the ancient world God was feared and only priests and kings and prophets had access to His power. The king
was often seen as a divine “son of God” or even in some cases as an incarnation of God. The priests controlled
the ceremonies and the prophets and seers brought special messages from the divinity. But the common
people had no real access to God or fellowship with Him. That was reserved for those at the top of the social
and spiritual pyramid.

In the case of the Jews real fellowship with God was reserved for the High Priest on one day a year when, after
making appropriate sacrifices he would go into the special curtained room known as the Holy of Holies. Just
one man got to meet God, for a few minutes, on one day of the year.

Thus God was a special being who lived in a special room in a special building and special people handled His
ceremonies. And they were certainly not fishermen from Galilee. If you wanted your sins forgiven you did not
just go and ask God for forgiveness. You went to a priest who sacrificed an animal on a special altar in the
Temple and you went through the ceremony and you got forgiven. If you lived a long way from the Temple or
couldn’t afford the sacrifice or were not Jewish — you were out of luck, your sins were not forgiven and you
remained estranged from God.

Paul sums up the situation of the non-Jews, known as Gentiles as follows:
(Ephesians 2:12 NKJV) that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel
and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.

So God was an inaccessible being at the top of the social and spiritual pyramid, accessible only to Jews and
truly accessible to only one Jew, the High Priest. In other words God was exclusive and inaccessible not
inclusive and readily accessible. The thought of being able to touch God, shake His hand and talk to Him would
have been considered blasphemy but John the apostle writes:

(John 1:14 NKJV) And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

(1 John 1:1-3 NKJV) That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of life; {2} the life was
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father
and was manifested to us; {3} that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may have
fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ.

Jesus was God in human flesh, dwelling among us, a human being that John heard and saw with his eyes and
looked on and handled with his hands. Not a concept, not just a spirit or a ghost. But “the Word became flesh”.
Flesh and blood, a down to earth God, available, living, healing, preaching, teaching and dying in our midst.

The apostle Paul explains it this way:

(2 Corinthians 5:19 NKJV) that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their
trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation.
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That is God was in Christ. When you see Jesus Christ you see God in a person. What was God doing in human
flesh? Reconciling the world to Himself — bringing us back into agreement with Him.

That raises the question of “how much of God was in Christ?”. The answer is ‘all the fullness of God”:
(Colossians 1:19 NKJV) For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,
(Colossians 2:9 NKJV) For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;

In other words God made Himself totally available, fully available to us in Christ by making “all His fullness”
dwell in Jesus. This is hard to understand and theologians still ponder it with awe. But for our purposes lets just
say that God held nothing back. It was a complete act of self —giving.

God gave Himself completely to us in Christ and God remains available to us in Christ. We now have access to
God through trust (faith) in Jesus Christ:

(Romans 5:1-2 NKJV) Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, {2} through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of
the glory of God.

(Ephesians 2:17-18 NKJV) And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were
near. {18} For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

This access to God does not change over time, nor is it dependent on our physical location near some sacred
building:

(Hebrews 13:8 NKJV) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

(Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV) And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in
heaven and on earth. {19} "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, {20} "teaching them to observe all things that | have
commanded you,; and lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

Who Can Know God Now?

Every humble, penitent person can find God - the poor, the lowly, the lepers, the criminals, the prostitutes, the
foreigners, the deformed, the blind and even the demon-possessed. God is available to all who humble
themselves before Him in repentance from their sins.

This incredible accessibility of God is illustrated in Jesus’ parable of the leaven which tells us that the Kingdom
of Heaven got mixed up with this fallen world and transformed it :

(Matthew 13:33 NKJV) Another parable He spoke to them: "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a
woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened."

In other words God got right inside creation like yeast inside a lump of dough - and changed it. He was no
longer an inaccessible God staying outside creation and “remaining pure” but the intimate God getting right
inside human beings and this world and transforming them.

In fact the way the term leaven is used in this parable is highly unusual. In the OT "leaven" was always used as a
negative metaphor for contagion - particularly the contagious nature of sin. Jesus even used it this way when
He spoke about the contagious legalism of the Pharisees (Matthew 16:6-12).

Leaven was that which was fermenting, contagious, sinister, defiling. In the Old Testament if the clean touched
the unclean - then it become unclean, but the reverse was not also true. Sin was contagious but holiness was
contained (Haggai 2:11-13). Thus the unclean could change the clean, but the clean could never purify the
unclean. Sin could work its way through a community and ruin it, but righteousness could never spread like



10

that. It had to be guarded from contamination at all costs. A little leaven was dangerous and could ruin "the
whole lump". But this is turned upside down in the Gospels!

When Jesus comes along the Kingdom of the Heavens is incorruptible and when the clean touched the unclean
then purity resulted! In the old days of “pyramid religion” if a priest touched a leper then he was defiled and
unable to perform his duties. However when Jesus touched a leper He was not defiled - rather the leper
became clean!

In the “old religions” if anyone touched a dead body, they were unclean, but when Jesus touched a dead body,
He was not defiled, rather that person rose from the dead! Jesus could mix with the real world without fear of
contamination or loss of holiness.

The Pharisees went to great lengths to avoid defilement, to not touch leaven, to be pure by separation from all
defiling things. But by contrast Jesus went and sought out the most unclean and defiling people - the lepers,
the woman with the issue of blood, the prostitutes, the tax-gatherers, the Gentile soldiers contaminated twice
by race and contact with death, the foreigners and the Samaritans. He willingly plunged into their midst ate,
with them, drank with them, healed them and called them to repentance and transformed their lives.

Jesus was never defiled, never corrupted, never made unholy by them. They did not defile Him. Rather He
transformed them! Jesus could turn being touched by a distraught prostitute into a transforming moment of
grace. Even close contact with the most “extreme sinners” and defiling situations did not affect Jesus
spiritually.

Leaven is all about intimate close contact. Its put right inside, its mixed in, its hidden, its intimate in the closest
way with the flour and in that close contact, in that mixing, it leavens the whole loaf. In the OT view where
ritual purity was a very important issue intimate close contact was spiritually dangerous "you could catch
something", impurity could "accidentally" pass along to you from a menstruating woman, a dead body, even
touching a dead lizard defiled you until evening. You had to watch your step and not get too close to anything
or anyone. But Jesus got intimate with a sinful world, taking on the likeness of sinful flesh and living and dying
amongst sinful people. Jesus died in disgrace, executed by Gentiles, on a cross, between two thieves and even
this did not defile and destroy Him but became our purification and salvation.

The Kingdom of God is leaven turned upside down. It is the holy transforming the unholy - impossible by OT
standards but possible with God. It means Mother Teresa can minister to lepers in Calcutta and come out a
saint. It means Christians can minister among gangs and street kids and prostitutes and remain pure. The
Kingdom leaven wins. Kingdom purity is indestructible. It means intimacy with sinners is spiritually safe. You
can love a drug addict and still be a good Christian, you can be married to an alcoholic (though | don't
recommend it) and the Holy Spirit will not desert you.

What does the parable of the leaven tell us? Firstly that God is prepared to get close to sinful people! He is not
floating around on a cloud, inaccessible to only the most spiritual. Jesus was accessible to all who came to Him,
including lepers, prostitutes, Samaritans and Gentiles. The pyramid is finished. The “ladder to heaven” is no
more. God has climbed down the ladder and dwelt in our midst.

But Aren’t Spiritual, Respectable People Much Closer To God?
No, they aren’t! Jesus tells a stunning parable to make the point:

(Luke 18:9-14 NKJV) Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous,
and despised others: {10} "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.
{11} "The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, | thank You that | am not like other men;
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. {12} 'l fast twice a week; | give tithes of all that |
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possess.' {13} "And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' {14} "I tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be
exalted."

The End of “Jacob’s Ladder”

Jacob, the patriarch of Israel had a dream: (Genesis 28:12 NKJV) Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was
set up on the earth, and its top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending and descending
onit.

Many people took this image of a ladder between heaven and earth as a picture of our status in God. Some
very saintly people were at the top of the ladder, while the unspiritual earthy people were down the bottom
with most of us somewhere in-between desperately trying to climb up by our own effort. Each “rung” we
ascended was through renunciation of “the earth” and spiritual self-discipline — and like the game of snakes
and ladders there were some very quick descents through temptation and sin.

In fact the ladder says the opposite. It says that heaven and earth are connected. Jesus demolished this idea of
a spiritual ladder forever by going all the way “to the bottom”. He squashed the ladder flat by becoming a man,
living and dying amongst us. Instead of us climbing up, God came down in Christ.

(Philippians 2:5-8 NKJV) Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, {6} who, being in the form of
God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, {7} but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of
a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. {8} And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

Paul grasped this and told the Roman Christians to forget about terms such as “up” and “down” but to
remember that God was always available through faith in Jesus Christ.

(Romans 10:6-9 NKJV) But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will
ascend into heaven?' " (that is, to bring Christ down from above) {7} or, " 'Who will descend into the abyss?'"
(that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). {8} But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in
your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): {9} that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus
and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.

There is no spiritual ladder, no “up” nor “down”, nor any need to compete for spiritual ascendancy
because God has become available to all who call upon Him through faith in Christ Jesus.

But What About The Rules?

Now someone might say: “Surely those who keep lots of spiritual rules and live strict spiritual lives would be
closer to God than people who are not disciplined in the way they live? Are you saying that all their effort is for
nothing?” Yes, at least as far as salvation goes. Salvation is a free gift and you get it by faith, not by keeping
rules, no matter how strict they are:

(Ephesians 2:8-9 NKJV) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift
of God, {9} not of works, lest anyone should boast.

God does not want anyone to go around boasting “l got saved because | was really, really disciplined and |
worked hard at it for twenty years and | fully deserved it.”. God does not want arrogant, boastful people in His
heaven. He wants us all to just simply rely on His grace and love for us and to accept salvation as a free gift.

In fact God has thrown out all the old rules about washings, and sacrifices and Sabbaths and temples and holy
days and priests and replaced them with a new rule — the rule of love.
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(Romans 13:8-10 NKJV) Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled
the law. {9} For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not
steal," "You shall not bear false witness," "You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, are all
summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." {10} Love does no harm to a
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

Rules about lipstick, alcohol and dancing do not make anyone holy or unholy. Wearing dull clothes and living a
boring life does not make someone spiritual. We are made spiritual through faith in Jesus Christ — that’s all. The
only rule we have to obey is the rule to love one another. That is the supreme obligation of the Christian. Of
course if we love one another we won’t be murdering, stealing, lying, cheating or committing adultery because
those things are contrary to loving our neighbor as ourselves. Thus the Christian life is one big positive (love
one another) not a long list of negatives (don’t do this or that).

The mature Christian is someone who is perfected in their ability to love others. This is not measured by how
many rules you can keep but how much good flows from your heart in words and deeds on behalf of others.
These good deeds do not earn our salvation but flow from it.

(Ephesians 2:10 NKJV) For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God
prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

After we are born-again we become new creations (2 Cor 5:17) “created in Christ Jesus for good works’. After
we are saved, we are made into a new kind of person that loves to do good and love others. Thus being a
Christian is not about keeping a long list of rules and various “do’s and don’ts” — the bible calls this “living
under the law” and in Christ we are freed from this.

(Galatians 5:18 NKJV) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

(Galatians 4:4-7 NKJV) But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman,
born under the law, {5} to redeem those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.
{6} And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba,
Father!" {7} Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ.

(Romans 7:3-4 NKJV) So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another man, she will be called an
adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has
married another man. {4} Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of
Christ, that you may be married to another; to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to
God.

Christians are freed from rule-keeping as the main dynamic of the spiritual lives. We do not have to go around
worrying about whether we have kept this rule or the other or eaten this or touched that. In fact such rules,
though they may appear spiritual are actually quite ineffective and a hang-over from the old “pyramid’ spiritual
order before Christ:

(Colossians 2:20-23 NKJV) Therefore, if you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as
though living in the world, do you subject yourselves to regulations; {21} "Do not touch, do not taste, do not
handle," {22} which all concern things which perish with the using; according to the commandments and
doctrines of men? {23} These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false
humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the indulgence of the flesh.

Rule-keeping doesn’t get us saved and rule-keeping doesn’t successfully deal with sin. Its useless. So we have
been freed from rule-keeping and given the job of living in love by the power of the Holy Spirit.

(Galatians 5:22-23 NKJV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, {23} gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
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(1 Peter 1:22 NKJV) Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of
the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,

The Holy Spirit Has Replaced The Law

Christians do not live by a law, or even by a rule-book, or a list of requirements but rather by being led by the
Holy Spirit of God.

(Romans 7:6 NKJV) But now we have been delivered from the law, having died to what we were held by, so
that we should serve in the newness of the Spirit and not in the oldness of the letter.

(Romans 8:2-4 NKJV) For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and
death. {3} For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, {4} that the righteous
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit.

(Galatians 5:18 NKJV) But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

We Are Sons Not Slaves

Slaves live in a world of “do this, do that” while sons live in a free relationship of mutual respect and love.
When Christians try keeping lists of rules they become slaves. Instead we are meant to live freely and happily in
love as “sons of God”.

(Galatians 4:6-7 NKJV) And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts,
crying out, "Abba, Father!" {7} Therefore you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God
through Christ.

The Holy Spirit Gives The Sons Of God Direct Access To God

So we come full-circle back to the concept of God being completely accessible. We don’t need to obey a long
list of rules or be a priest or a Jew, or observe special religious ceremonies or even be a very good and
disciplined person to have access to God. We have access to God through faith in Jesus Christ, and when we
trust Jesus God gives us His Holy Spirit who takes up residence in our hearts so that we can complete access to
God.

(2 Corinthians 1:21-22 NKJV) Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, {22}
who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

(Ephesians 2:18 NKJV) For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

The Holy Spirit Also Gives Us The Spiritual Knowledge We Need To Live the Christian Life

Christians do not need a priest or a guru or a special interpreter so that they can have understand God. They
are given the Holy Spirit so they can have direct, meaningful and intelligent access to God without needing any
third-party involvement.

(Hebrews 8:10-11 NKJV) "For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those days, says
the LORD: | will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall
be My people. {11} "None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for
all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them.
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(1 Corinthians 2:12 NKJV) Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God,
that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.

(1 John 2:20 NKJV) But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all things.

(1 John 2:27 NKJV) But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, and you do not need
that anyone teach you; but as the same anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a lie,
and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.

(Matthew 23:10 NKJV) "And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ.

The Amazing Gospel Of The Accessible God

God has become one of us in Christ and reconciled the world to God so that anyone might know Him. Those
who believe in Jesus are forgiven of their sins and made new creations and receive the Holy Spirit who instructs
them on how to live in love free from rule-books, laws, priests, temples, feast-days, do’s and don’ts, special
buildings, special foods, religious diets, gurus, and the like. There is no spiritual pyramid and no ladder we have
to climb, and no “up” and no “down” but simply a God who is accessible to all who call upon Him in faith.
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The Ascension Of Jesus Christ

The consequences of the ascension of Jesus Christ are so amazing that they changed the whole way that
people prayed and worshiped God and participated in Him. Jesus took apart the heavenly realm when He
ascended and removed the power of the evil principalities and powers to dominate the life of those who
believed in Him (Ephesians 4:8-13, Col 2:13-13). Furthermore He took us with Him on His journey into the
heavenly realms so that the believer in Jesus Christ is now a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3:20), a resident of
the heavenly Jerusalem (Hebrews 12: 22-24) and is seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 2:6)
with a graciously given heavenly status that was previously impossible for any human to achieve under the Law
(Matthew 11:11-13, Ephesians 2:4-10). Jesus ascension also resulted in the outpouring of the Holy Spirit (John
7:39, 16:7, Acts 2:33) and the giving of spiritual gifts to the church (Ephesians 4:8-13).

Perhaps the best starting point is the purpose statement given in Ephesians by Paul. This is the "why" of the
Ascension and of Pentecost.

(Eph 4:8-13 NKJV) Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to
men." {9} (Now this, "He ascended"; what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts
of the earth? {10} He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might
fill all things.) {11} And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, {12} for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ, {13} till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ;

Now Paul's purpose statement lists a number of reasons behind the ascension-outpouring. The ultimate reason
for the ascension is that"He might fill all things"(Eph 4:10). See Col 1:15ff for more on that! What does he
want to fill all things with? Himself! What then is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit about - filling ALL believers
with Jesus! Being filled with the Spirit of Jesus is the purpose of Pentecost and the ascension.

This connects with the other great purpose expressed in this passage. That believers may come to a unity of
faith and become"a perfect man"in the stature and fulness of Christ. That is the objective we see most clearly
now. To build up Christians God sovereignly gives the ability to edify His body to certain people as a gift.

On the way to do this Jesus takes"captivity captive"spoiling the demonic world of its spiritual powers. Like the
conqueror He is He then distributes spiritual gifts to men. They include the five-fold ministries and the gift of
tongues on the day of Pentecost and the various spiritual manifestations necessary for the building up of the
body of Christ. So we see that the purposes behind the ascension-Pentecost are - that Christ might fill all
things, that captivity would be captured, that spiritual gifts might be given to the church , which would then
become like Christ. The purpose of Pentecost is Spirit-filled and empowered images of Jesus Christ.

Taking Captivity Captive

The following is a schematic diagram of how things were in Old Testament times. It shows how much both Jews
and Gentiles were captives. The Jews were captives under the Law and the Gentiles captives under their
demonic religions. Quite obviously not everything can be fitted onto a single diagram and it is not to scale or
meant to be theologically normative but it will, | hope, help us to grasp what the state of things was.
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Lets look at what it is trying to tell us. There are four levels - God, the angelic realm (inhabited by both good
and evil angels), mankind and creation in general. Mankind rules creation, the angelic realm is more powerful
than mankind and God rules over all. It is the middle portion of the diagram that is the most interesting. We
can see from Acts 7:53 and Galatians 3:19 that the Law was given through angels. 1 Corinthians 10:20 also tells
us that the Gentile religions were the work of demons and that the worshipers worshiped demons and not
God. So we see that before Christ both Jewish and Gentile religion was under the direct control of the
angelic realm. The good angels mediated the Jewish religion and the demons mediated the innumerable
Gentile religions. Both systems were somewhat similar(though the Law was vastly superior) and listed in the
middle of the diagram are some of the similarities. Both Jewish and Gentile religions had temples and priests
and sacrifices and tithes and offerings and dietary restrictions and special days and festivals and various taboos
and categories of clean and unclean things.

Though the Jewish religion was much holier and more moral it operated with much the same basic external
structure as the Gentile religions. They had the same externals - though the internals were very different.
Judaism however did not resort to witchcraft, divination, sorcery or magic which are exclusively in the domain
of Satan. In both Colossians and Galatians Paul calls these external things - the taboos, festivals etc the
"elementary principles of this world" or the "stoichea". Thus mankind in the Old Testament was ruled by
religions based on the exact performance of rituals and the keeping of numerous laws and taboos. Relationship
to God was through a priestly caste and involved sacrifices. Except for a very few individuals there was no
ongoing relationship with God. Sin led to death which, at that stage, was under the power of the Devil
(Hebrews 2;14,15). The general experience of both Jewish and Gentile believers was one of fear and bondage
(Hebrews 2:14,15). All this was to change with the death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ.

(see diagram next page)
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After Jesus' Work On The Cross, Resurrection and Ascension

Again we have a diagram - the main change being the creation of the Church and its high status in the heavenly
realms.
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Lets look at some of the changes and seek to explain them. Death moves out of Satan's control (Hebrews
2:14,15) into that of Jesus Christ who now has the keys of Death and Hades (Revelation 1:18). The accusing
power of the law over us is broken (Colossians 2:13-15) because it is nailed to the cross. Jesus has been raised
up above every power and principality in the heavenly realms and we - who are "in Him" - are of course seated
where He is.

(Eph 1:20-23 NKJV) which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right
hand in the heavenly places, {21} far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. {22} And He put all things under His feet,
and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, {23} which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in
all.

The Church contains you and | so the exaltation of the Church is the exaltation of the believer. Thus the fact
that the Church has been made to be the "fullness of Him who fills all in all" has amazing consequences for the
believer. Paul continues to show how we have been raised "from the guttermost to the uttermost" ...

(Eph 2:6-7 NIV) {6} And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, {7} in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.

Thus we see that we have(past tense) been raised up with Christ and seated with Him in the heavenly realms in
Christ Jesus (verse 6 above). This was done not because we were good but because of God's great grace which
Paul calls"the incomparable riches of His grace..". Thus we have been taken from being sinners (Romans 3:23,
Ephesians 2:1-4) and made into people who are"seated in the heavenly realms". We are now given a status
and authority far beyond anything we deserve so that God may show just how gracious He can be.

This new spiritual status of the believer, this citizenship of heaven, is absolutely central to Paul's teaching. So
much so that Paul is quite astonished when Christians do not grasp that we are to rule the world and judge the
angelic realm.(1 Cor 6:2-3 NKJV) Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if the world will be
judged by you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters? {3} Do you not know that we shall judge
angels? How much more, things that pertain to this life?To Paul it is just a gospel basic that Christ has
triumphed and that we share His triumph and rulership as inheritors of the Kingdom. Christ has ascended
above the angelic realm and we have also done this "in Him" therfore we have been invested with an authority
greater than that of the angels and will one day judge them. (Note: Authority is different from strength,
Napoleon was probably not the physically strongest member of his army but he had authority. So Christians do
not have the power of angels yet but we do have position and authority and the right to be in command.) Thus
Christians can exorcise demons because we are now at a higher level of authority than that of the fallen angels.

Since we are above the angels we are above their systems or the "stoichea". Thus Christians are not to observe
taboos, festivals, days, months, years, sabbaths, make sacrifices, or worry about tithes, offerings or priests. Lets
look at this because it has been a stumbling block to so many believers.(Gal 4:1-10 NKJV) ...{3} Even so we,
when we were children, were in bondage under the elements of the world ("stoichea"). {4} But when the
fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the law, {5} to redeem
those who were under the law, that we might receive the adoption as sons. {6} And because you are sons, God
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying out, "Abba, Father!" {7} Therefore you are no longer
a slave but a son, and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. {8} But then, indeed, when you did not know
God, you served those which by nature are not gods. {9} But now after you have known God, or rather are
known by God, how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to
be in bondage? {10} You observe days and months and seasons and years. Thus the religious observance of
"days and months, and seasons and years" is a sign of being in bondage to the "elements of the world". These
external observances are no longer a part of the Christian faith. You can use a calendar - but you must not
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attach any religious significance to the dates on it! Faith not festivals is what makes us closer to God.

Paul amplifies this at length in Colossians chapter 2 and | will only quote a portion of it here. Firstly He shows
how the cross disarmed the principalities and powers and took away their legal right to enforce their taboos.
(Col 2:13-23 NKJV) And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made
alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, {14} having wiped out the handwriting of
requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it
to the cross. {15} Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing
over themin it.

Then Paul carefully goes through the consequences of being forgiven and of no longer being under the power
of laws, taboos and ceremonies.{16} So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new
moon or sabbaths, {17} which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. {18} Let no one
cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things
which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, {19} and not holding fast to the Head, from whom
all the body, nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God.

The radical nature of our freedom from these "basic principles of the world" is described as a "death". Just how
many responsibilities does a dead person have? None! So the Christian no longer has any obligatory
responsibilities to cultural tabboos, festivals, sabbaths or dietary regulations. Paul continues..{20} Therefore, if
you died with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do you subject
yourselves to regulations; {21} "Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle," {22} which all concern things which
perish with the using; according to the commandments and doctrines of men? {23} These things indeed have
an appearance of wisdom in self-imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value
against the indulgence of the flesh.To put it simply all "religiosity" has been put behind us when we enter into
the death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Freedom

We have freedom, we do not have to live in fear as if we serve a God who will be angry over the smallest error.
Its a bit like sending someone to mow the lawn and they come back nervously asking "Which blade of grass do |
mow first?" and you say "Start anywhere as long as it gets done". God has given us tremendous freedom and
we don't have to live in a spirit of slavery worried about getting everything "just right" - about which blade of
grass to mow first. Such is the spirit of religious fear. It is akin to the pagan dread of the spirits - if the ceremony
is not done "just so" then curses would come forth. The "spirit of fear" produces people who cringe before God
over every tiny detail. However with the death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ that is done
away with. The situation now is one of love and sonship.(Rom 8:15-17 NKJV) For you did not receive the spirit
of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father." {16} The
Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, {17} and if children, then heirs; heirs of
God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

We are beloved sons of God living in freedom. As sons of God, above the angels, we are going to inherit a
kingdom prepared for us since the foundation of the world. We are heirs. In that Kingdom we will be seated on
thrones with Jesus (Revelation 3:21), we will rule over the nations (Revelation 2:26,27), we will judge the world
and even angels (1 Corinthians 6:2,3), we will become beings with immortal and imperishable bodies (1
Corinthians 15:45-55) and dwell safely in amazing wealth, peace and freedom (Revelation 21 & 22). When this
occurs what it means to be a "son of God" will be revealed. At the moment it is, at best, vaguely understood.
When this occurs the meaning of our being seated in heavenly relams with Christ Jesus will become absolutely
clear. Christ will take up His authority over all creation through us and amazing changes will occur. The whole
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world will be set free! Paul continues on in Romans 8 to say...(Rom 8:18-22 NKJV) For | consider that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. {19}
For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. {20} For the
creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; {21} because the
creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. {22} For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.

Thus the death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus Christ was the critical turning point that has
ensured the total freedom of all creation! Creation, now in bondage, will move into "the glorious liberty of the
sons of God". God is in the business of setting all things free. He desires liberty - not cringing enslavement, for
alll However it is a two-step movement firstly there is freedom from the old religious system, our coming out
from domination by the elementary principles of this world and from sin and death. Then step two is not
anarchy - but having God's moral code written on our hearts through the Holy Spirit. (Hebrews 8:10) We are
freed to become who we were always meant to be - righteous, holy, spirit-filled beings of love.(Galatians
5:16-24) This is the work of the Holy Spirit and why the ascension of Jesus Christ is also strongly associated with
the sending of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit and the Ascension of Jesus Christ

(John 14:12 NKIJV) "Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he will do also;
and greater works than these he will do, because | go to My Father.

(John 16:7 NRSV) Nevertheless | tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if | do not go
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, | will send him to you.

(Acts 1:4-5 NKJV) And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me; {5}"for
John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."

(Acts 2:31-33 NRSV) Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying, 'He was not
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.' {32} This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of
us are witnesses. {33} Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear.

(Acts 11:15-16 NKJV) "And as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, as upon us at the beginning.
{16} "Then | remembered the word of the Lord, how He said, 'John indeed baptized with water, but you shall
be baptized with the Holy Spirit.'

During the Last Supper Jesus clearly indicates that when He "went to the Father" something would happen to
the disciples would enable them to do great works of power equivalent to His own (John 14:12). Later on in the
upper room discourse He reveals this to be the sending of the Helper, the Holy Spirit which could only be sent
after His departure.(John 16:7) In his last conversation with His disciples He termed this empowerment the
baptism in the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4,5) and promised them they would receive it soon and that it would make
them powerful international witnesses to Him (Acts 1:8). On the day of Pentecost it was poured out in a
manner that was both visible and audible (Acts 2:32-33) and likewise during the Gentile Pentecost at Cornelius'
place where it is also referred to as "the baptism in the Holy Spirit". (Acts 11:15,16)

The heavenly realms are now occupied by Jesus and since we are in Him, we have been seated with Him in
these realms (Eph 2:6). Therefore we can have confident access to God and unhindered participation in the
things of the Spirit with Whom we have been baptised (1 Cor 12:13). This does not mean that we all have all
gifts or that all will have one particular gift. God is sovereign in how He distributes the gifts of the Spirit. (1 Cor
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12:7-11) Within His sovereignty there is evidently some room for us to ask for particular manifestations of the
Spirit. (Luke 11:13, 1 Cor 12:31, 14:1)

To sum up.... The purpose of Pentecost is Spirit-filled and empowered images of Jesus Christ. The Pentecost
event is known as the baptism in the Holy Spirit which was received by the Jews (Acts 2:32,33), the Gentiles
(Acts 11:15,16) and the Christians at Ephesus (Acts 19:1-6)and Corinth (1 Cor 12:13). It is for all the Church. The
outcome of the Pentecost event is power for ministry (Acts 1:8) through the Holy Spirit "coming upon" people
(Acts 2:32,33) and sovereignly giving spiritual gifts for the edification of the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:1-7).The
Holy Spirit is not a mere "experience". He is Christ coming to fill all things.(Eph 4:10,5:18) He wants to fill you
with Jesus and transform you into His image.(Eph 4:8-13, Rom 8:29-31) He also wants to AIBIpower you to be a
witness for God. (Acts 1:8) You may ask for Him and God will gladly give the Holy Spirit to you (Luke 11:13) (in
new ways..its a puzzle, we have Him but we can still receive His power) though you should ask for "the greater
gifts" to be used in love for the edification of the church. ( 1Cor 12:31, 14:1)

Conclusion

The ascension of Jesus Christ to "fill all things" was the end of religion as it is generally conceived and the
beginning of a Spirit-filled and joyous relationship with God. The main thing that Jesus wants to fill is you! To
that end He has sent His Holy Spirit into this world to dwell in the hearts of believers sanctifying them to be like
Him and empowering them to do good works. He has also created a new thing - the Church, which is distinct
from the world and angels and which will rule over both. He has placed believers in the heavenly realms with
Him and freed them from the innumerable fear-filled obligations of the old religious systems. He has brought
us into sonship and membership of the household of God. This church is to consist of "images of Jesus Christ"
indwelt by His Spirit and living in direct personal relationship with God. Therefore there is no longer any need
to observe new moons, sabbaths, tithing, religious festivals, to have a church building, a priest, or to abstain
from alcohol, red meat, pork or certain types of seafood. There is no need to be celibate, be involved in rituals
of self-abasement or penance or to punish oneself. That is all gone. What has replaced it is a life that flows
from being indwelt by God, a life that is characterized not by solemnity and punctilious observation of fearful
rituals but by freedom and love and joy and peace.

(Gal 5:22-23 NKIJV) But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, {23} gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
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The Baptism And Early Ministry Of Jesus Christ

The Bible References:

(Matthew 3:13-17 NKJV) Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.
{14} And John tried to prevent Him, saying, "l need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to
me?" {15} But Jesus answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfill all righteousness." Then he allowed Him. {16} When He had been baptized, Jesus came up
immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. {17} And suddenly a voice came from heaven,
saying, "This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased."

(Mark 1:9-11 NKJV) It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was
baptized by John in the Jordan. {10} And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens
parting and the Spirit descending upon Him like a dove. {11} Then a voice came from heaven, "You are
My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased."

(Luke 3:21-22 NKJV) When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized;
and while He prayed, the heaven was opened. {22} And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a
dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You | am well
pleased."

(John 1:29-34 NKJV) The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, "Behold! The Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world! {30} "This is He of whom | said, 'After me comes a Man who
is preferred before me, for He was before me.' {31} "l did not know Him; but that He should be
revealed to Israel, therefore | came baptizing with water." {32} And John bore witness, saying, "l saw
the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. {33} "I did not know Him,
but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.' {34} "And | have seen and testified
that this is the Son of God."

The Redemptive Qualities of The Baptism of Jesus

The baptism of Jesus represents His initiation into Spirit-empowered ministry. Jesus was born of the
Holy Spirit and indwelt by the Holy Spirit from His mothers womb. This gave Him exceptional natural
giftings unmarred by sin and a clear mind, filled with exceptional wisdom that could challenge the
rabbis of His day from an early age. But as wonderful as these gifts were He still needed something
more if He was to bear the burdens of the world in ministry. His identification with sinners at the
Jordan and His plunging Himself into the stream of human misery and conflict represent a moving into
public life and the bearing of not just His own burdens but the burdens of all the lost.

Jesus needed an empowering by the Holy Spirit before He moved out to proclaim the Kingdom of
God. This may sound slightly heretical - after all wasn't He God - the fulness of Deity in bodily form,
the incarnate Word full of grace and truth? (Col 2:9, John 1:14-18) Yes!! Absolutely, He was, is and
always will be God. He did not "become divine" at His baptism or any other time. He was the "Lamb
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slain before the foundation of the world" - He was God before the world began and was intimately
involved in its creation. (John 1:3, Col 1:17). However as God He "took on the nature of a Servant" and
in this limitedness He was born of a woman, grew up as a child in submission to His parents and like
anyone else entering ministry needed the anointing of the Holy Spirit before He took on the burden of
proclaiming the Kingdom, healing the sick, raising the dead and suffering for righteousness' sake. In
some way he limited Himself to what " a perfect believer " can do. He even said to His disciples that:
(John 14:12 NKJV) "Most assuredly, | say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that | do he will do
also; and greater works than these he will do, because | go to My Father." Somehow in the economy
of God the believer ("he who believes in Me") CAN accomplish the works that Christ did on earth
("the works | do he shall do also") plus a bit extra (and greater works than these he will do because |
go the Father).

Now lets put that in context - Jesus is talking about the works He did in front of the disciples,during
His earthly ministry but before He went to the cross (the words were uttered during the last supper).
We cannot work the works He did while in heaven - such as Creation. Neither can we take the sins of
the world on our shoulders. He has done that and that is His glory alone. But in the power of the Holy
Spirit which has been given to us since Jesus has gone to the Father we can work the works He did
between His baptism and the cross. Don't take my word for it - its Jesus who said it! And the book of
Acts certainly reinforces the idea that the Spirit-empowered believer can do great things for God.
Now turning this on its head for a minute... if Jesus said "those who believe" could do what He did
during His ministry then His earthly ministry must have been "limited" to that of the "perfect
believer". It is as the "perfect believer" that Jesus went and got baptised and it is as the "Spirit-
empowered perfect believer" that he went forth in ministry. This leads me to a little theological
hypothesis, that the life of the "perfect believer" has two stages. Stage one is that of perfect piety
when we fear God and grow in wisdom. We become good in ourselves. Stage two is the stage of
public proclamation when we receive God's power in ministry and our piety and wisdom becomes the
foundation for a Spirit-filled life where we become "rivers of living water" to a world in desperate
need. | must very quickly add that stage two is not "superior" to stage one. Without a foundation in
ethics and goodness ministry can be a dangerous place. Its the wrong place to learn wisdom. No-one
despises a doctor for going to medical school even though he may minister to no-one there. We
understand preparation in secular things and we should be prepared to do the preparatory work on
our own life. Power without ethics and wisdom is the last thing God wants in your life. Both stages are
necessary if "the perfect believer" is to do and be all that God wants.

NT Christians were generally baptised immediately upon profession of faith. The day of their
conversion was also the day of their water baptism. So they spoke of the day of their conversion as
"the day of my baptism", not because baptism saves us but because it was the unique external event
that occurred on the day they professed faith in Christ. Also, in the revival conditions of the early
church their baptism was often accompanied by the laying on of hands and the impartation of a
spiritual gift to the new believer in Spirit baptism. This occasionally was not the case.(Acts 18:24-19:7)
Apollos was a believer with a great deal of natural speaking ability yet still needed to understand the
baptism in the Spirit if he was to proclaim the gospel "accurately". Also some believers who knew only
the "baptism of John" and had not "even heard that there was a Holy Spirit". This is not unusual even
today as some Christians receive very little teaching due to isolation, misunderstanding or inadequate
ministry. Ideally all three aspects of baptism belong together. But they have wandered apart. We have
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have people who are baptised but not changed. We have converts who have never had water
baptism. And we have strong Christians who have not received the empowering ministry of the Holy
Spirit.

We need to press on and to desire to be Spirit-filled proclaimers of God's Kingdom. If we are to move
beyond this accumulation of wisdom and truly minister to others in an effective way we need a
"baptism in the Holy Spirit". This simply means we need an all-encompassing immersion in the God-
head that empowers us for ministry. Baptism in the Spirit is not a private thing and it doesn't belong
to any one denomination. It is not always accompanied by speaking in tongues or prophesy. Jesus'
baptism had neither. The miracles came after the baptism. This baptism is an initiation not just into
the church but into the power of the Kingdom. This baptism is what happened to Jesus as he moved
from an obscure life to centre stage. It happened to the disciples at Pentecost who finally got plunged
into full revival ministry themselves. And it happened to Wesley and countless other leaders of the
Christian faith. The Jordan is a place where we get the power to stand in the flood of human souls and
minister Christ to them.

The "baptism in the Spirit" is real, powerful and moves us out of our private pietism into public
proclamation of the Kingdom of God. For me this happened unsought when God confronted me with
the utter self-centredness of my faith. | saw that | needed to cleanse out the filthy black mess of sin
that remained in my life. It was an encounter with the awfulness of selfishness. It was evident that |
had no hope apart from what Christ could do in me and with me. This was not a conversion, it was a
dealing with the sin that entangled me, | was set free to run the race and | did. | led a huge number of
people to God in the ensuing weeks. | was on fire with God because | had met Him in power. It was
Jacob at Bethel all over again. This encounter with God, this "deeper experience" was not ecstatic -
except that in the middle of it | did have a vision of my sin and of God. It took my faith from the
private realm to the public realm; from self-edification to spirit-filled ministry; from a complaining
Christian to a proclaiming herald.

Jesus did not have all this selfish sin to deal with, but He did need the power that God would provide
in response to humble obedience. And He identified with sinners and "went down the front" with all
the people being ministered to. | still struggle with "going down the front", how can I, a Christian
leader, admit that | too have needs. | should "be an example" a stainless steel "theres nothing wrong
with me" Christian. There is a real live Pharisee in me just waiting to get out. Its hypocritical to say |
don't need ministry, that somehow my faith puts me a cut above the ordinary Christian. | do need
ministry - lots of it. | go down the front now perhaps more than ever. It still hurts to do it. But Jesus
wandered out there and said He was in need of God. He said that "it was fitting to fulfill all
righteousness". Many preachers have felt like John the Baptist when they give an appeal and some
real saint of God comes down the front and wants prayer to be a better Christian. | think "l need
ministry from you, not you from me..." but the saints attitude is "this is fitting..." . Its a humble person
who can accept ministry from someone who is "unworthy to untie the thongs of their sandals".

A few quick correctives - the "baptism in the Holy Spirit" that we speak of here is NOT the same as the
initial indwelling. All believers are indwelt with the Holy Spirit from the moment of their "new birth"
just as Jesus was indwelt with the Holy Spirit from conception. Perhaps a better term would be "the
empowering of the Holy Spirit", it is certainly less confusing. Three things are united in one term in
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the New Testament - water baptism, conversion and Spirit baptism. At Pentecost they all seemed to
occur together. Water baptism is associated with repentance from sin and the appeal to God for a
good conscience (1 Peter 3:21,22 Acts 2:38). Conversion represents the change of being fron old man
to new man that comes as God re-creates the sinner into a "saint" (holy one, believer)(Eph 5:8,9 Col
1:13,14). "Spirit baptism" involves being empowered to take up our place in the body of Christ in the
exercise of whatever spiritual gifts have been imparted to us. (1 Cor 12:13) Just as it is bad manners to
see a person as a lesser Christain if they have not had water baptism so it is not gracious to categorise
people as "spirit-filled" and "un-spirit-filled". Such distinctions are divisive. Certainly to do as Priscilla
and Aquila did and take someone aside and explain the way of God more accurately (and in love) is
fine and helpful. However | sense a certain spiritual pride in some believers in spirit baptism that leads
me to urge caution in the way we approach the issue. Also there is no hint in the New Testament that
"tarrying", seeking, or any prolonged anguish is necessary as preparation. It is not some exalted
spiritual but a frequently misunderstood part of the gospel along with water baptism and conversion.
It is for all believers and like everything else is received by faith in the proclaimed word of Christ.

The Early Ministry

The early ministry of Christ is an outworking and authentication of His baptismal experience. | will
deal with the temptations separately next month but here in His early ministry he comes primarily as
the anointed one with the power to resist evil and to bring in the Kingdom of God in power.

(Matthew 4:13-25 NKJV) And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea,
in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, {14} that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet, saying: {15} "The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the way of the sea, beyond the
Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: {16} The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, And upon
those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has dawned." {17} From that time Jesus began
to preach and to say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." {18} And Jesus, walking by the
Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the
sea; for they were fishermen. {19} Then He said to them, "Follow Me, and | will make you fishers of
men." {20} They immediately left their nets and followed Him. {21} Going on from there, He saw two
other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their
father, mending their nets. He called them, {22} and immediately they left the boat and their father,
and followed Him. {23} And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.
{24} Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick people who were
afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and
paralytics; and He healed them. {25} Great multitudes followed Him; from Galilee, and from
Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the Jordan.

The anointing received at his baptism leads Him into a widespread ministry of proclamation. Matt
4:23a "And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the
kingdom,". From Galilee in north of Israel the word went out and many people were attracted to the
"great light" (Matt 4:16). His fame caused people to travel hundreds of miles to see Him, people came
from Syria in the north, Jerusalem in the south and from beyond the Jordan to the west. People came
from the Greek speaking Decapolis and the Hebrew speaking Judea. Like moths to a flame multitudes
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were drawn to the ministry of Jesus. The anointing has "drawing power".

Secondly the baptism of the Spirit produces a public and obvious concern with holiness. Not that
Jesus was unconcerned with holiness before! But now it is out in the open - His message is "Repent
for the Kingdom of God is at hand..". This holiness is also reflected in a calling of others into ministry
to lead lives separated from worldly concerns in the pursuit of the Kingdom. Simon and Andrew are
called by Jesus not to be "nice people" but to be "fishers of men", to be apostles of a new Kingdom
not just improved worldlings. The baptism in the Spirit imparts that eternal perspective that makes
the Kingdom the only thing that really matters.

Thirdly the anointing has power to heal - after His baptism He healed "all kinds of sickness and all
kinds of disease..." . Before His baptism not a single healing is recorded. After it He puts the physicians
out of business. All who came to Him were healed not by His diagnostic ability or His knowledge of
herbs but by the power that flowed from Him that He received when the Spirit came upon Him. If we
desire to heal others in body or in soul we will end up struggling to heal a handful by our own strength
but we may heal thousands if God so chooses to impart His Spirit of elaing in power upon us.

The final authentication of His baptism in the Spirit is the possession of extraordinary spiritual
authority over the powers of darkness. This was, of course latent in Jesus from the beginning but it
becam